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Martin Zeleznick

U.S. EPA Region IX

75 Hawthorne Street, MS WTR-9
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: Elk Hills Power Project Wastewater Injection Wells

Dear Mr. Zeleznick:

We represent the California Unions for Reliable Energy (‘CURE”). CURE is
an intervenor in the California Energy Commission’s (‘CEC’s”) permit proceeding
for the Elk Hills Power Project (“Project”). The Project is proposed to be located at
the Elk Hills Oil Field, approximately 25 miles west of Bakersfield, California.

The Project is proposing to dispose of its wastewater via underground
injection wells. The Project is intended to be a stand-alone power plant unrelated to
 existing activities at the oil field (i.e., it is not a cogeneration facility that will
provide steam to enhance oil production). Thus, the injection wells are not related
to oil and gas production.

Enclosed is an analysis from William Lettis and Associates (“WLA”) that
1dentifies potential impacts associated with the Project’s wastewater injection
activities. Among other things, WLA has identified what appears to be a large fault
near the proposed injection wells. This fault was not identified in any previous
studies of the area, and could serve as a conduit for Project wastewater to move
between the deeper, lower-quality Tulare aquifer and the shallower, higher-quality.
Buena Vista Valley aquifer. If this conduit exists, injection of Project wastewater
could degrade the water quality in the Buena Vista aqulfer which is used for crop
irrigation and other purposes.
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The location of the Project’s wastewater injection may also cause fault creep
and damage the integrity of the Tulare Clay layer, which acts as a barrier to
groundwater migration from the deeper aquifers to the shallower aquifers in parts
of the San Joaquin Valley. WLA’s analysis recommends specific steps that should
be taken to adequately assess these impacts and the need for mitigation.

We bring these issues to your attention so you can consider them in your
review and permitting of the Project’s injection wells under the Safe Drinking
Water Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300h et seq. As you know, the SDWA prohibits underground
injection under the following circumstances:

[I]f such injection may result in the presence in underground water
which supplies or can reasonably be expected to supply any public
water system of any contaminant, and if the presence of such
contaminant may result in such system’s not complying with any
national primary drinking water regulation or may otherwise
adversely affect the health of persons. (42 U.S.C. § 300h(d)(2).)

In addition to public health impacts, NEPA requires that all environmental
impacts of the Project, as well as mitigation measures and project alternatives, be

analyzed before EPA issues a permit. (42 U.S.C. § 4332; 40 CFR Part 1500.)

Please contact us if you have ahy questions about our comments. Please also
place us on the notice list (on behalf of CURE) for all Project-related activity.

Thank you for considering our concerns.

Very truly yours,

i

Lizanne Reynolds

LR:bh
Enclosure
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WLA

Please call me at (925) 256-6070 if you have any questions regardmg this review letter. Thank
you very much.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM LETTIS & ASSOCIATES, INC.

%{?«A@/— | A
Jeff Bachhuber, C.E.G. Charles M. Brankman

Principal Engineering Geologist _ Staff Geologxst

Attachments: Figures 1 and 2
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